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MUSEUM OF NATURE & SCIENCE 
March 2012


Dive into Spring Break with a Deep Sea Sleepover, Discovery Camp and 
hair-raising shows, plus party for the planet at Beer & Bones and more at MNS


Highlights

· Sink your teeth into a massive out-of-water exhibition Planet Shark: Predator or Prey where kids can contribute to a daily art mural and enjoy ocean-themed activities at the Planet Shark: Just for Kids area; plus pair it with any IMAX® film and save with the Twin Fin bundle deal

· Learn about sharks, wildlife, engineering, conservation and underwater worlds at Sharky Sundays March 4 and 18, plus live shark feedings on Wednesdays and Fridays, shark dissections on Saturdays and more

· Witness the story of the Trinity River and the flora and fauna that make their home along its banks in The Trinity photography exhibition

· Join Kobie Boykins, a dynamic young engineer at NASA's Jet Propulsion Laboratory, for an exciting discussion at the GeoTech Lecture March 1

· Preschoolers and parents: Head to Hand-in-Hand “Hilarious Hat Day” March 7, and celebrate Dr. Seuss’ birthday all month!

· Dive into Spring Break with daily hair-raising live shows, Planetarium shows, cool exhibits, Cookie Box Creations and more March 10 - 18, plus register for Deep Sea Sleepovers March 10 and 23 and Spring Break Discovery Camp March 12 – 16 before they fill up!
· Make it an after-hours, adults-only party for the planet at Beer & Bones: Going Green March 22!

· See prehistoric pterosaurs with wingspans of up to 45 feet at the IMAX® film Flying Monsters opening March 1! Travel back to a whole new time and place with Sea Rex: Journey to a Prehistoric World, and dive in with SHARKS presented by Jean-Michael Cousteau. 





TRAVELING EXHIBITIONS



PLANET SHARK: PREDATOR OR PREY 
Through September 16, 2012
MNS Science Building (1318 S. 2nd Ave. in Fair Park)

Sink your teeth into an amazing "out-of-water" shark experience that’s fun for all ages! Making only its second stop in the United States, Planet Shark: Predator or Prey features explanations and examinations of almost every aspect of the shark. From evolution and biology to popular culture and the fin trade, this 12,000-square-foot five-gallery exhibition guides visitors through the murky myths and fascinating facts that have surrounded sharks for centuries. 

One of nature’s oldest and most feared creatures, the shark also is one of the most misunderstood. Fishing pressure and media misrepresentation have put many species of this magnificent animal under serious threat of extinction. Planet Shark: Predator or Prey is a great educational step to help preserve these necessary apex predators.

Planet Shark: Just for Kids is an activity area within Planet Shark: Predator or Prey that engages children through imaginative hands-on interpretation areas, daily art murals, underwater-themed puzzles and more. A variety of activities designed for young ones will assist with making shark information accessible and non-scary.

Planet Shark: Predator or Prey requires a surcharge along with the purchase of MNS general exhibits admission (see last page for pricing info). MNS members enjoy free general exhibits admission and reduced admission to Planet Shark: Predator or Prey.

TWIN FIN DEAL: Maximize your sharky experience and take advantage of the money-saving Twin Fin bundled ticket deal, which includes admission to Planet Shark: Predator or Prey and any IMAX® film.

Avoid lines by purchasing tickets online in advance. Check out the website for pictures, videos and more.


PLANET SHARK ENHANCEMENTS AND PROGRAMS

Visitors can see LIVE sharks and twice-weekly feedings in the MNS Science Building lobby, plus shark dissections every Saturday and Sharky Sundays (select Sundays) in the Viewspace Theater. Activities will continue throughout the duration of Planet Shark: Predator or Prey (Sept. 16, 2012) and are included
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SHARK FEEDINGS
MNS Science Building lobby (1318 S. 2nd Ave. in Fair Park)
Wednesdays and Fridays weekly, 11 a.m. (through Sept. 14, 2012)

What do sharks eat, and how often do they get hungry? Learn about their diets and see twice-weekly live shark feedings. Temporarily moved from the Children’s Aquarium at Fair Park, three live sharks are housed in a 515-gallon two-tank aquarium and will be on display through the duration of Planet Shark: Predator or Prey. An aquarist will be on hand twice weekly to answer questions before and after the feedings and talk about the sharks, making it a popular interactive activity. 

FREE for MNS members and included
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SHARK DISSECTIONS
MNS Science Building (1318 S. 2nd Ave. in Fair Park)
Saturdays 1 p.m. (through Sept. 15, 2012)

Learn about the interesting anatomy of sharks, and see them like  never before with this stimulating addition to the Planet Shark exhibit experience. Shark dissections will be performed by a member of the MNS education team who will also be on hand afterward to interact with families who want to learn more about the anatomy of the shark, answer questions and even allow you to don a pair of gloves and participate in a portion of a dissection yourself. Be sure to arrive early as dissections can often be standing room only.

FREE for MNS members and included
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SHARKY SUNDAYS
MNS Science Building (1318 S. 2nd Ave. in Fair Park)
Sunday, March 4, and Sunday, March 18, from 1 - 3 p.m. 

Learn about sharks, wildlife, engineering, conservation and underwater worlds. 
The Water Cycle
March 4 from 1 - 3 p.m.

Life in the oceans would not exist without the water cycle. Explore the water cycle and the animals it benefits through crafts and demonstrations.

Stormwater
March 18 from 1 - 3 p.m.

Special guests from Dallas Stormwater Management

Sharky Sundays will be held on select Sundays throughout the duration of the Planet Shark: Predator or Prey exhibit, which closes September 16, 2012. 

FREE for MNS members and included
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THE TRINITY
Through May 2012
MNS Nature Building (3535 Grand Ave. in Fair Park) 

On the banks of the Trinity, Dallas was born. Nature and wildlife thrive amidst the pastoral peace of the Great Trinity Forest, one of the largest urban forests in the country. The wetlands echo to the rush of migratory water fowl overhead. Witness the story of the Trinity River that runs through our community, and come face to face with the flora and fauna that make their home along its banks.

The exhibition features winning photographs from the 2009 and 2010 Trinity River Corridor Project contests, plus a rotating selection of photographs from the 2011 winners. 

The Trinity is free for members and included
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EVENTS AND PROGRAMMING

GEOTECH LECTURE FEATURING KEYNOTE SPEAKER KOBIE BOYKINS
Thursday, March 1, at 7 p.m.
MNS Science Building (1318 S. 2nd Ave. in Fair Park)

In conjunction with the 24th annual GeoTech Lecture series, MNS is proud to partner with Bishop Dunne Catholic School to welcome a dynamic young engineer at NASA's Jet Propulsion Laboratory, Kobie Boykins, for an exciting discussion. For many years, the GeoTech conference has provided a forum to inspire and motivate educators to teach about Earth – its structure, societies, environments and their interplay – using a wide range of technologies. 

Tickets are $15 for MNS members and $25 for non-members.  Purchase tickets online today. 
About Kobie Boykins
Boykins is on the front line of Mars exploration. Boykins designed the solar arrays that power the remarkable Mars Expedition Rovers, "Spirit" and "Opportunity," which (as of December 2008) continue to send back data from our nearest planetary neighbor more than four years after being deployed. He is currently working at NASA's Mars Science Laboratory, preparing the actuators for the next mission. Boykins' other projects have included work on the Mars Pathfinder mission and the Ocean Surface Topography Mission, making measurements by satellite of the Earth's oceans.

In 2002, Boykins joined a team of young scientists for a public education tour-dubbed "Marsapalooza"-to raise awareness of the Mars Exploration Program. Four years later he was featured in the JASON Project Expedition "Mysteries of Earth and Mars," bringing his passion for space exploration to students and teachers worldwide. An engaging public speaker who puts a fresh face on America's space program, Boykins recounts the challenges and triumphs of the Mars Exploration Rovers mission, sharing remarkable images and discoveries that continue to come to us from the Red Planet. 


HAND-IN-HAND
Wednesdays from 10 - 11:30 a.m. (March 7, 21 and 28; no Hand-in-Hand March 14)
MNS Children’s Museum (1318 S. 2nd Ave. in Fair Park)

Welcome to “Seussville.”  Celebrate Dr. Seuss’s birthday this month with a reading of some of our children’s favorite Dr. Seuss books.  

Hand-in-Hand is a literacy-based drop-in program for adults and their preschoolers to imagine, explore and discover together. Each week, hear a story, get your wiggles out to music, create theme-related crafts and enjoy fun activities.

Hand-in-Hand is free for members and included with the cost of general admission for non-members.
March 7 – “Hilarious Hat Day”   
Wear your most hilarious hat to story time and laugh along with the tongue twister story lines of The Cat in the Hat.

March 14 – NO Hand-in-Hand session (Spring Break)
March 21 – “It’s Easy Being Green” 
Listen along with the nonsense rhymes of Green Eggs and Ham. Explore ways to practice being “green” in your neighborhood and visit the craft room to use recyclable materials to make a wonderful work of art.

March 28 – “Many Colors” 
Hear the story My Many Colored Day and find out how colors can express feelings.


BEER & BONES: GOING GREEN
Thursday, March 22, from 7 - 10 p.m.
MNS Science Building (1318 S. 2nd Ave. in Fair Park)
Sponsored by the BioEnergy Science Center, the Department of Energy and the Creative Discovery Museum

It's a party for the planet at the Museum of Nature & Science! Join us for Beer & Bones: Going Green, and discover the science involved in creating a healthier planet. Explore solar energy, biofuels and green lifestyle choices through fun hands-on activities and chats with industry professionals. Inside the Planet Shark: Predator or Prey traveling exhibit, learn about the Great Garbage Patch in the Pacific Ocean (which is roughly the size of Texas), and learn what you can do to help keep our oceans healthy. Do Mother Nature a favor, and mark your calendars for this early Earth Day celebration.

Beer & Bones parties offer adults 18 and up a special nighttime look at the Museum’s traveling exhibits, permanent collection, even unique chances to see artifacts not usually available to the public. Each Beer & Bones party features special grown-up activities, a DJ to pump things up, light snacks and a cash bar. As always, enjoy free parking. 

Advance tickets for Beer & Bones are available online or by calling 214-428-5555. 
Members: $8 (advance); $10 (door) 
Non-members: $12 (advance); $15 (door)
Don’t miss the next Beer & Bones: Space Cadets June 21. Details are forthcoming.



SPRING BREAK 2012 
March 10 - 18
Supported by Raytheon


Register for a Deep Sea Sleepover and for Spring Break Discovery Camp before they fill up!

DEEP SEA AFTER DARK SLEEPOVERS
Saturday, March 10 and 23, and April 13 and 28
MNS Science Building (1318 S. 2nd Ave. in Fair Park)

Do you know why sharks have two more senses than humans? Find out the answer to this and other fishy questions at a Deep Sea sleepover that won’t leave you all wet.  

Experience the wonders of the world like never before with plenty of adventure that unfolds under the cover of night. Enjoy a late-night pizza snack, exhibit tour, exhibit scavenger hunt, continental breakfast plus an eye-opening screening of the IMAX® film Sea Rex: Journey To A Prehistoric World!

Deep Sea After Dark Sleepovers are geared toward children 6-12 years old. 
$35 per child 
$20 per adult chaperone

To sign up for a sleepover or for information on other scheduled sleepovers, call 972-201-0618, email sleepovers@natureandscience.org or visit our
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SPRING BREAK DISCOVERY CAMP 2012
Monday, March 12 - Friday, March 16, from 9:15 a.m. - 3 p.m. (before and after care available)
MNS Science Building (1318 S. 2nd Ave. in Fair Park)
Supported by Raytheon

Keep your child's learning moving along at full-speed with a daily, week-long adventure where science makes learning exciting. In our unique museum setting under the instruction of our stellar educators, the spring installment of our popular Discovery Camp program for kids grades K – 6 provides your young scientist with an opportunity to "learn by doing."

Discovery Camps at MNS are filled with fun and designed to inspire young minds through learning with hands-on experiments and activities. Discovery Camp sessions are broken down by grade level (K – 6th grade).  
$200 members
$225 non-members
Before care: $30/week; after care: $40/week (sold for the entire week only)
REGISTRATION DEADLINE IS MARCH 8. Register online or call 214-428-5555, ext. 8.


LIVE STAGE SHOWS
Saturday, March 10 – Sunday, March 18
MNS Science Building (1318 S. 2nd Ave. in Fair Park)

Live shows are conducted by our skilled and engaging education staff. Touching on the wonders of nature and science, these demonstrations often involve audience participation, some of which may lead to a truly “hair-raising” experience. Check natureandscience.org for the latest information and showtimes.


DAILY PLANETARIUM SHOWS
Monday, March 12 - Friday, March 16
MNS Planetarium Building (1620 First Ave. in Fair Park)

Experience the wonders of nighttime star-gazing during the day! The MNS Planetarium offers the ideal way to learn all the beautiful names for those bright objects in the sky. Planetarium shows include Universe, Wonders of the Universe, Texas Night Sky, Secrets of the Sun, and Cosmic Safari. 

Descriptions of each show, show times and advance tickets for the Planetarium are available online.

GIRL SCOUTS OF AMERICA (GSA) COOKIE BOX CREATIONS
Through Sunday, March 18 
MNS Science Building lobby (1318 S. 2nd Ave. in Fair Park)

Helping young women creatively develop and practice engineering skills, Cookie Box Creations teams girls with women architects and engineers in a design contest to turn empty Girl Scout cookie boxes into free-standing structures. The annual competition helps girls develop critical thinking skills while promoting cooperation and team-building.

This year, Girl Scouts of Northeast Texas will compete to build undersea-themed scenes as part of the Planet Shark: Predator or Prey exhibition. MNS visitors can vote on their favorite Cookie Box Creation. 

Free for MNS members and included
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IMAX®
TI Founders IMAX® Theater, MNS Science Building (1318 S. 2nd Ave. in Fair Park)


FLYING MONSTERS
March 1 - September 16, 2012

Produced by Anthony Geffen and narrated by veteran filmmaker David Attenborough, Flying Monsters is a pioneering documentary about the prehistoric world of pterosaurs – flying vertebrates with a wingspan of up to 45 feet which lived 160 million years ago. With the help of cutting-edge film technology, audiences will be immersed in the lush and alien environment in which these creatures – the size of small jet airplanes – lived. 


SEA
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Through May 25, 2012

“Sea Rex” ruled the seas long before dinosaurs roamed the earth! Sea Rex: Journey to a Prehistoric World is the ultimate IMAX® experience that transports viewers to a whole new time and place. The story centers on a tour of a modern-day aquatic center. Soon the movie whisks you back through the Triassic, Jurassic and Cretaceous periods to discover creatures such as the powerful Liopleurodon, the long-necked Elasmosaurus, the “eye-lizard” Ophthalmosaurus, the ferocious Prognathodon and the massive Shonisaurus.

View the trailer and more here.


SHARKS 
Through May 25, 2012

Presented by Jean-Michel Cousteau, SHARKS is a breathtaking film experience that offers audiences an astonishing up-close encounter with the lions and tigers of the ocean. Come face-to-face with a multitude of shark species, including the great white, hammerhead and whale shark. Witness them as they really are – not wicked, man-eating creatures, but wild, fascinating and endangered animals. Join an expert team of ocean explorers on this unique around-the-globe expedition documenting the life of the ultimate predator. 

View the trailer and more here.


DID YOU KNOW? Pair any IMAX® film including SHARKS with the Planet Shark: Predator or Prey exhibition, and save with the Twin Fin ticket bundle deal!

Show times and online tickets for IMAX® films are available by clicking here.



GENERAL
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Regular hours of operation: 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday - Saturday
 



Noon to 5 p.m. Sundays

MNS hours are subject to change based on special exhibitions, holiday considerations or other events. Please check the website for current hours.

Regular general exhibit admission is $10 for adults 18-61; $9 for seniors 62+ and students 12-17; $7 for children 2-11; children under 2 are free. MNS members of all ages are admitted for free.

Military personnel and their families receive a $2 discount off MNS exhibit admission when tickets are purchased at the box office with Military ID.

Admission to Planet Shark: Predator or Prey requires a surcharge in addition to the purchase of MNS general admission for a total admission cost of $18 for adults 18-61; $16 for seniors 62+ and students 12-17; $13 for children 2-11; and $5 for MNS members of all ages. Children under 2 are free. 

IMAX® shows require additional tickets: $7.50 for adults 18-61 (member adults $6); $6.50 for seniors 62+, students 12-17 and children 2-11 (member seniors, students and children $5). Children under 2 are free.

GREAT VALUE! The Twin Fin Package includes admission to Planet Shark: Predator or Prey and any IMAX® film including SHARKS. The Twin Fin Package is $24 for adults 18-61, $18 for children 2-11, $22 for students (12-17) and seniors (62+), and $10 for members of all ages. 

Planetarium tickets are $3.50 for non-member adults, students, seniors and children 2-11; and $2.50 for member adults, students, seniors and children ages 2-11. Children under 2 are free.

Plan ahead! Avoid Lines! Save Time! Tickets for the Museum, IMAX® and Planetarium shows, and all special exhibits are available online.

The Museum of Nature & Science campus is located in Fair Park. The Science Building is at 1318 S. 2nd Ave., the Nature Building is at 3535 Grand Ave., and the Planetarium is at 1620 First Ave., Dallas, TX, 75210. Access
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Parking is inside Fair Park via Gate 5 or Gate 6 and is always free, except during State Fair. MNS can also be accessed via the new DART Green Line with stops at MLK, Jr. and Fair Park stations. 

Public Contact Information: 214-428-5555 or natureandscience
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For updates, event notices and more, sign up for the MNS e-newsletter.

###

About the Museum of Nature & Science
The Museum of Nature & Science – the result of a unique merger in 2006 between the Dallas Museum of Natural History, The Science Place and the Dallas Children's Museum – is an AAM-accredited non-profit educational organization located in Dallas' Fair Park. In support of its mission to inspire minds through nature and science, the museum delivers exciting, engaging and innovative visitor experiences through its education, exhibition, and research and collections programming for children, students, teachers, families and life-long learners. The facility also includes the TI Founders IMAX® Theater and a cutting-edge digital planetarium. The Museum of Nature & Science is supported in part by funds from the City of Dallas Office of Cultural Affairs, the Texas Commission on the Arts and HP. The Museum of Nature & Science also is building a new $185 million museum on a 4.7-acre site in Victory Park to complement the Fair Park facilities. To learn more about the Museum of Nature & Science, please visit natureandscience
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